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Speech of Mr. James ABRAHAMS, a young Jew, delivered at the Foreign Mission 
School, Cornwall, (Conn.) May, 1823. 


I stand here at this,time to plead for my people, a nation which 
once were exalted by God above all other nations which dwell un- 
der the canopy of heaven ; and are now so debased, and have been 
for eighteen centuries, as to become a bye-word and a hissing to all 
the inhabitants of the earth. From the patriarch Abraham has pro- 
ceeded a race of patriarchs and prophets, of judges and kings, of 
priests and of apostles, whose fame has filled the earth for more than 
3,800 years. Without them, you would not have received the Law 
which informs you of your condemnation ; without them, you would 
not have received a Saviour. They were the first that discovered 
to the world its lost condition ; the first who directed to its sovereign 
remedy. Yes, the great Physician himself was one of their body. 
These are a few of the benefits the world has received from the 
Jews. And how has it repaid them? Arise, ye slain by the sword ; 
ye cut asunder ; ye parents, robbed of your children ; ye children, 
bereaved of your parents; ye innumerable multitude which have 
been tormented and oppressed, and speak, in vivid words, your 
wrongs—for who can give an adequate description of their unut- 
terable sufferings. Your ancestors, if you descended from any other 
nation except this identical people, have shown the blackest ingrati- 
tude, by committing such inexpressible cruelties upon them. Will 
you perpetuate this stain on the character of your ancestors, or will 

ou endeavour to efface it by a contrary conduct. I believe a con- 
siderable number of the followers of Christ in this nation have de- 
termined to do something to promote the conversion of the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. I will now present a few reasons why 
I think you should show mercy to them, by whose fall salvation is 
come to the Gentiles. 

ist. The gratitude you owe them. By their hands you have re- 
ceived the Bible, the richest of gifts—that which discovers to you 
the true God, of whom you otherwise would never have heard ; which 


shows His and your character—your lost and undone state, and the 
O 
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way of escaping this dreadful situation—and how to gain eternal 
happiness by the riches in Christ Jesus. You would have slum- 
bered and died, if Pan] and others had not preached to your fore- 
fathers the promise given to Abraham and his seed forever. Yes, 
if Saul of ‘Tarsus, and his companions, had not, for the great Mes- 
siah’s sake, and out of pity to their lost souls, preached to them the 
boundless mercy in Christ Jesus, in the midst of persecution, of im- 
prisonment, and of death itself, which they suffered for love to 
immortal souls ; if they had not acted thus, | should pow be in a 
heathen temple, surrounded by idolaters, instead of being in this 
venerable house of God, in the midst of worshippers of Jehovah. 
Will you not repay this ? Not repay them by whose fall salvation is 
come to the Gentiles ? 

2d. Who can deny but that their necessities cry out to the Chris- 
tian world—Have mercy on us, who formerly had mercy on you. 
They who once were the chosen of God, now worship in a language 
they do not understand. They to whom the Bible was given, kaow 
little or nothing of it ; think all religion is comprised in forms and 
ceremonies, and never speak of spiritual service! Those unto 
whom the promise of the Messiah was given, now deny him, and 
teach their children to spit, on hearing his blessed name ; excommu- 
nicate any one who read the New Testament, and treat as blas- 
phemers all who believe in this Saviour. Parents forsake their 
childrep, if they confess Jesus to be the promised Messiah. These 
are a few of their spiritual miseries. 

3d. The way is prepared for their being ingrafted into their own 

vine. Four or five years ago you could hardly find a Jew who 

would receive or read a New Testament. Now the very college 
of the Jews in Poland has received and reads it in defiance of excom- 
munication, the forsaking of relations, and all kinds of opposition ; 
and have, to the glory of Jesus, and joy of true Christians, become 
ambassadors, many of them, to their benighted brethren, being the 
disciples of the meek and lowly Saviour. Thus in a day has the 
finger of God removed the prejudice of eighteen centuries. 

4th. The certainty of complete success. If God be for us, who 
ean be against us? Jehovah has declared that it shall come to 
pass, and who dares dispute his word. It is written, and so shall all 
Israel be saved. There shall come out of Zion a deliverer, and 
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. Sing, O! ye Heavens, for 
the Lord hath done it; shout out, ye lower parts of the earth! 
break forth into singing, ye mountains, O! forests, and every tree 
therein, for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in 
Israel. Yea, Jehovah hath declared, by nearly all his prophets, 
that all Judah and Ephraim shall be saved. 

5th. Without commencing with the conversion of the Jews, you 
cannot fulfil and accomplish the command of our Lord Jesus, to go 
and teach all nations: for Paul says, now, if the fall of them be 
the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles, how much more their fulness. And again, ‘‘ if the 
casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
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receiving of them be but life fromthe dead?” Does this not import 
clearly, that as the falling of the Jews was the bringing in of the 
Gentiles, so, at the return of the Jews, it shall be as life from the 
dead to the Gentiles, even spiritual life in Jesus Christ? How can 
the conversion of the Jews be the cause, under God, of the spiritual 
life of the Gentiles, if the Jews be not converted first ? 

Those, therefore, who desire to see all nations converted to Je- 
hovah Jesus, must begin first with the Jews. And now, O! Chris- 
tians, has not God declared, that through your mercy they should 
receive mercy ? Does He not say to you, ‘* Go through, go through 
the gate ; prepare the way of the people, (i. e. the Jews ;) cast up 
the highway, and gather out the stones, and lift up a standard for 
the people,”’ (i. e. the Jews.) Will you not obey the command of 
God’? Will you then refuse to send them preachers, who first 
preached to you, Christ dead, and risen again, and who died for 
teaching you the blessed way? Will you deny them Bibles, from 
whom you received the Bible? The Lord has prepared the way, 
and who will now fight on the Lord’s side. The Jews, in almost all 
countries, have been made willing, by the Spirit of God, to receive 
the written Gospel ; and will you not work with God? Ye fathers 
and mothers, who know the blessing of children, will you not assist 
to join parents and children in the belief of Jesus of Nazareth the 
Messiah, who are now separated, by believing in the Lord? Ye sons 
and daughters, who have parents, will you not help.to unite children 
and parents in the Gospel of Christ ? All ye Christians, will you 
not give them, by your instrumentality, the bread of life, who re- 


ceived it through their hands, 








ANNIVERSARY OF THE CALDWELL AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 


The Caldwell Auxiliary Society held their first annual meeting on 
Sabbath evening, October 19th. The regular time for holding their 
meeting would have been on the following day ; but as the congre- 
gation is scattered, and people seem generally more ready to attend 
religious meetings on Sabbath evening than through the week, it was 
judged expedient to assemble on the evening of the Sabbath. The 
assembly was respectable. After an address was delivered by our 
pastor, the Rev. Mr. Grover, the report was read. Several of the 
members addressed the meeting, to the acceptance and edification of 
those present. A deep interest was manifested by all in their readi- 
ness to pay their instalments, and to be continued subscribers for 
the ensuing year. The Society adjourned, after voting to hold a 
semi-annual meeting in April next. 


Address delivered by Deacon Harrison, after the Report had been read, and its 
acceptance seconded. 


Although our numbers are small, our means scanty, and our 
sphere of action limited, yet we have no reason to be discouraged. 
The object we have in view is a great and glorious one: it is no less 
than the emancipation and restoration of the scattered nation of the 
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Jews—a people equal in numbers to that of the American nation~ 
a people once the favoured of Heaven ; but who, for these 1800 
years, have been scattered to the four winds of Heaven—a proverb 
and a by-word—a hissing among all nations, that ancient prophecy 
concerning them might be fulfilled. We need not be discouraged 
because more has not been effected in the course of the last year. 
This Society is only as a small branch of a large tree that is filling 
all Christendom. The object in view is one of almost infinite mag- 
nitude. Thousands of years has it been predicted in Scripture, and 
millions of prayers have been offered up to Almighty God for its 
accomplishment. Kings and prophets have waited with anxiety to 
see its accomplishment, but have died without the sight; but the 
signs of the times warrant us to use the words of the apostle—the 
night is far spent, the day is at hand. Bible Societies, Missionary 
Societies, Education Societies, and Jews’ Societies, which are filling 
the Christian horizon like so many morning stars, proclaim the ap- 
proach of the glorious sun of righteousness, which is to fill the whole 
world with the knowledge of God, as the waters cover the sea ; yet 
still it may be a work of ages. The prince of the powers of dark- 
ness must be conquered, and driven from his dominion in the hearts 
of his subjects, by the approach of the King of Zion. Deep-rooted 
prejudices, in the hearts of the Jews, against Christianity, must be 
overcome by the benign and heavenly influences of the Gospel. The 
Bible niust be distributed amongst them, perhaps to be several times 
destroyed. Missionaries must be educated and sent amongst them, 
to enforce its heavenly truths ; and Jesus of Nazareth, whom their 
fathers crucified, must be proved to be the true Messiah. 

These are some of the outlines of the objects the Parent Society 
has in view. We should not be discouraged because of opposition. 
No cause was ever yet so good as not to be opposed. He that is 
higher than the Heavens is on their side, for the Lord’s portion is 
his people. Jacob is the lot of his inheritance, and be will gather 
the outcasts of Israel. The sure word of prophecy must be fual- 
filled ; for thus saith the Lord, Behold, | will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land, and 
they shall dwell in the land that | have given unto Jacob, my ser- 
vant ; even they and their children, and their children’s children, 
forever ; and my servant David shall be their prince forever. 

We live in a period, of which every year discloses events which 
portend some mighty revolution in the moral world. A glorious day 
seems tu be fast approaching ; and Christians, no doubt, are to be 
the honoured instruments, under God, in accomplishing his designs. 
Let me, for a moment, ask, why is God’s providence so conspicuous 
to us ? Why do we partake of the rich blessings of the Gospel, which, 
by covenant, belonged to the Jews? Why are we blessed with un- 
paralleled health and prosperity, and Heaven’s rich abundance pour- 
ing forth into our store-houses ? Is it not to prove us, to furnish us 
with pecuniary means, and to urge us to engage with energy im 
farthering the Divine plans ? 
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The cause of the Jews addresses itself to this Society in language 
the most feeling. To behold 10,000,000 of the natural descendants 
of Abraham, the friend of God, our common father by faith in Christ, 
groping in almost Egyptian darkness, without the knowledge of 
Christ, the true Messiah, and the only way of salvation—deluded 
with anxious expectations of a Saviour speedily to come—kept in 
ignorance by their Rabbis——denied the reading of the Scriptures, 
and from whose ears the sound of the Gospel and the name of Jesus 
is effectually shut out—fancying to themselves a Paradise to be pur- 
chased by the observance of a traditional law, are considerations 

calculated to excite sensations in the benevolent heart not easily 

described: while in some parts, where the Bible has found its way 
among them by means of Bible and Missionary Societies, we hear 
the cries of the partially enlightened calling to the Christian world, 
in the most pathetic language, for God’s sake, to send them the 
Bible. 

To the female part of this Society, the cause of the Jews must be 
deeply interesting. ‘The female heart, when cultivated by Divine 
grace, seems to be made up of tenderness and love ; and Scripture 
bears abundant testimony how ready females were to administer 
relief to the suffering Son of God—how ready to console hii in 
affliction——how intent to hear his gracious words—and what costly 
sacrifices they were willing to make, to testify their gratitude to the 
benevolent Jesus. They were ready to watch with him in his suf- 
fering—they attended him while expiring on the cross—they were 
early at the sepulchre ; and, as a reward, they were favoured with 
the first news of his resurrection ; and with what angelic eloquence 
have many of them spoke forth the praises of God. But who can 
reflect on the present state of the female Jews, and their hearts not 
bleed forthem ? The native tenderness of their hearts uncultivated 
by the benign influences of the Gospel—their minds filled with dark- 
ness, being kept in ignorance by their Rabbis—and, O! must they 
be left to people the regions of wo! How many thousands of the 
daughters of Israel are there now who would delight to come to the 
Saviour, and wash as it were his feet with their tears, and anoint him 
with precious ointment; but, alas! the name of Jesus of Nazareth 
they have never heard——and, O! how can they believe in Him, of 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher ? We know your means are scanty ; but your desires and 
your prayers are not limited. The widows’ two mites, rightly be- 
stowed, were worth more than the abundance of the rich. 

But to conclude: Are not we loudly called upon to do something 
to meliorate the condition of the Jews? If we may use Scripture 
language, the time to favour Zion, even the set time, is come; and 
if we-listen to the words of the evangelical prophet, we hear him 
speaking, in words mild as Heaven, ‘‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
people, saith your God—-speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem ;”’ and 
for our encouragement let us remember it is written—there is 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him. And again, for as ye 
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in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, 
that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. , 


Extract from the account of Mr. Sarcon’s visit to the interior of Cochin. 


Cochin, April 2d, 1822. 
My pear Sir, 

I have profited by the opportunity alluded to in my letter of the 
22d February, to visit the Black Jews of the interior ; want of time, 
however, has prevented my visiting more than the three villages of 
Chinotta, Malla, and Parroor, situated to the northward of Cochin ; 
the result of which, God willing, | shall endeavour to communicate 
to you for the information of the Committee. 

I left Cochin on the morning of the 5th March, and reached Chi- 
notta a little before twelve o’clock, by the Back Waters, and had a 
pleasant passage the whole way ; the tide being in favour of us, we 
were at the desired place within seven hours. 

As soon as my boat approached the village, the people came out 
to meet us, in number about fifty, young and old, all Black Jews. 
They appeared surprised, having seldom visits from strangers. I 
took my way straight to the Synagogue, with an intention to dwell 
there a couple of days. 1 well observed that the Jews made some 
objections to my lodging in the Synagogue, though they said nothing 
to me ; but afterwards I was told by my boat people, that the Jews 
had said, ‘‘ A Christian padri (or priest) is come to lodge in our 
holy place, without the consent of our elders.’’ However, I was not 
molested by them. 

O! how glorious to me was the sight, when we were walking 
through the street—I was at the head, and when we entered the Sy- 
nagogue likewise. That it may please thee, O Lord! to lead thy 
ancient people into the Church of their Brother, according to the 
flesh, as thou hast comforted thy servant by the pleasing testimony 
of thisday. Amen. On entering the Synagogue, | observed a young 
man who could read well the Hebrew, and understand it tolerably. 
We engaged in conversation, and the rest of the people were stand- 
ing by and hearing us with the utmost attention. 

But you must not expect, my dear Sir, that knowledge and un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures among this poor, insulated, and igno- 
rant people, you find in more favoured communities, where the op- 
portunities of obtaining information by a free intercourse are gene- 
ral. I had my Hebrew and English Bibles before me, I also took 
out a Hebrew New Testament, which the young man took up and 
opened. It seemed to me as if he had read that book before. And 
when he had read the 16th verse of the first chapter of St. Matthew, 
he said, ** Pray, Sir, be not offended if 1 ask you a few questions.” 
My reply was, ‘* that I came on ene to put people into the true 
way of God and salvation, as far as lay in my power ; and that he 
might be sure to have good answers to his questions.’’ * If so, Sir,”’ 
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said he, ‘‘ pray inform me who is this woman called Miriam, (or 
Mary,) is she the sister of Moses, of whom we read in our book ? 
{meaning the Bible, See Numb. xxvi. 59.) And who is this child 
here that is born and called Messias ?”’ ‘* Why,” answered I, “are 
there no other women in the world called by that name, besides Mo- 
ses’s sister?” ** Yes,’ said he, *‘ i believe there must be among us 
those of the same name. Well, Sir, that is no matter—but is the 
Messias really born already?” “ Yes,’ said I, according to this 
book ; (pointing to the New Testament) but if you wish to hear what 
the witnesses say to that point, we shall ask them. ‘The witnesses 
are our prophets ; but first we will address ourselves to one of your 
eminent rabbies, Rabbi Aree, whom the Jews consider as an eminent 
Rabbi, gives these paraphrases, ‘ And whose name is Menahim, the 
son of Hezekiah, as it is written in the xxvith chapter of Jeremiah, 
Because the Comforter is far from me. (See Sam. i. 16.) They said 
while the destruction, (7. e. of the Second’Temple) took place, the 
Messiah was then born, and withdrew himself from the sons of men 
to Paradise ; as itis recorded in Midrashim-Gnni-laakob, part iil. p. 
191, Daph. Marshah.” This not being familiar to him, he, after a 
little pause, said, ‘* What do you mean, Sir, the people you mention 
are long since dead—how should we go and ask them; can we see 
them again?” I laughed at his simplicity, and replied, ‘* Did you 
never read what the prophets wrote for our learning concerning God’s 
promise ? Let us see what they witness of the birth of “Messias.”’ 
[ then turned over to ‘Isa. vii. 14. Jer. xxxi. 22. He read these 
two passages loud enough for the rest of the people to hear. I then 
pointed out to him Matt. ir 23; this also he read as before. He 
then said, ‘* Sir, this is the promise of the birth of king Hezekiah ; 
or, as we were taught by our master proverbially, (he would have 
said spiritually, but the Jews have no such expression,) the re-build- 
ing.of the second temple.’’ ‘* Can you prove this to me?” said I, 
‘* No, I cannot,’ replied he, “‘ but | tell you the truth ; we have 
been taught so by our master, who is now no more; but he 
has left us a son who is more Jearned than myself.” The son was 
standing next to him, whom I then addressed. ‘* Pray how did your 
father teach yon ?”’? He answered in the same way the other had 
done. After that he pointed out to me the 11th chapter of Isaiah, 
and desired me to read it, which I did, and so distinctly that every 
one of them could hear. Perceiving his intention, | stopt at the 
10th verse, and then begged him to say what it was he wished to 
ask me concerning that chapter. His answer was, ‘‘ because we have 
not yet seen this prophecy fulfilled ; but we know what is here spoken 
relates tothe times of the Messias.”’ ‘It is very true,” said 1, 
‘‘the prophecy is not yet fally completed, but it will be at his se- 
cond coming with power. However, we cannot take some parts of 
it in a literal sense, but as you before said, proverbially ; (meaning 
spiritually) so likewise Exod. xix. 4, and Zech. iv. 7, which | show- 
ed him. After he had read them, he said, ‘* Yes, | believe, Sir, 
these passages are also to be taken proverbially.”’ I replied, ‘ not 
only these, but many other passages in the holy Scriptures you will 











192 ISRAEL S ADVOCATE. 





find expressed in the same kind of language.’”” When I saw they 
had nothing more to offer, | pointed out to them Isa. ix. 6. and ask- 
ed the master’s son, ‘*‘ How did your father teach you to understand 
this, and who is the child here spoken of—can you explain it to 
me?’ <‘*Yes,’’ answered he, ‘‘ my father, as well as our other 
masters, explained this verse to us thus: The child here spoken 
of is king Hezekiah, it corresponds with his name, or rather the 
work which he was to perform.” ‘I believe,” said I, «1 com- 
prehend your meaning, that he, (Hezekiah,) was called by so many 
glorious names.” ‘* Oh, no,”’ answered the other, ‘* not so ;” at the 
same time confessing that he did not understand the verse. I turn- 
ed to the master’s son and said, ** Well, can you explain to me the 
verse ? He then thus began: ‘* And the wonderful Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, called his name Hezekias, the 
Prince of Peace.” “ 1 never heard of such an explanation,” exclaim- 
ed I, ‘* how can you prove this from the book, (Bible)? Did ever 
Hezekiah enjoy such peace in his reign as to answer to this glorious 
name, THe Prince or Peace?” ‘* He was a good king,’’ answer- 
ed he. ‘* That may be true,” said I, “ but that is not our argu- 
ment.”” I saw the man was quite confused, and he said no more. 
** Well,”’ I continued, “I can prove to you from this book (Bible, ) 
that the period of Hezekiah’s reign was a painful time ;’’ so | point- 
ed out to him the thirty-seventh chapter of Isaiah, which I made 
him read. ‘ Yes,’ answered the first young man that spoke to me, 
**it was a painful time.” ‘* You now acknowledge,” continued I, 
“ that this was a painful circumstance to Hezekiah, as well as to all his 
people ; how then can your master have taught you to believe that this 
Prince of Peace did not experience so much pain from the king of 
Assyria’? He then answered and said, “ We are not able to argue 
with you, because we have not been taught in such schools as you have ; 
we have no such books, (pointing to the English Bible,) whereby we 
might read and understand, in order to speak properly on these subjects ; 
we are merely enabled to read the Hebrew, but understand very little.’ 
When I saw that they wished to withdraw, I continued speaking to them 
in general terms, on the probable consequences of their unbelief in regard 
to Christ ; their prejudices and their hatred to the Christian doctrine. 
I also read to them different parts of the Psalms for about a quarter of 
an hour. Afterwards I took out a New Testament, a copy of the Pro- 
phets, a Catechism, and the Tract, No. 9, and presented them to the 
young man, who I began first to discourse with. He received them 
with many thanks, and went away. When the master’s son saw that I 
had given the other these books, he made haste and departed, fearing 
that it was likely I might press him to receive some books. All the 
assembly then followed, except a young man, who tarried behind, appa- 
rently in order to ask me for some books, to which end he walked up 
and down two or three times, whilst my servant was preparing the din- 
ner table ; at last he came up, and I prevented his questions by asking if 
he had any thing to say to me. “ Yes, Sir,” said he, with some degree 
of emotion, “I wish to ask you to give me some books.’’ Upon which 
J immediately gave him a New Testament, a Prophets, a Catechism, and 


~ 
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a Tract with points, and told him to read them at his leisure: he re- 
ceived them with gratitude, and went home. Whilst I was taking my 
dinner, one of my boatmen came hastily up to me, and said, “ Sir, the 
Jews’ women are makiny a very great noise ; they bitterly cursed the 
young man to whom you first gave the books; it appears that some of 
the by-standers, who were here, went and told them that he had received 
from you Christian books ; he, however, proceeded through the street 
with them publicly, but the last young man went with his books pri- 
vately. He answered them, ‘ You may do what you please; as the 
gentleman gave them to me without price, I received them, and I shall 
not return the books back again to him; I have determined to bear the 
consequences of receiving such books :’ and so saying, he continued his 
way to his house without fear.” About even-tide the schoolmaster of 
this place (Chinotta) came to see me, attended by some others, and 
among the rest the young man that last received some books. I clearly 
saw the books under his arm, notwithstanding he endeavoured to hide 
them with his body cloth ; and he took the opportunity of leaving them 
quietly upon the table, whilst I was talking to the master. He thought _ 
I did not observe it, but I held my peace, to see what would be the end 3» 
when after a little he retired slowly, and I saw him no more. It seems ~ 
that the women had found out that he also had books given him ; and ° 
although they could not compel the first young man, they, it seems, pre- 
vailed over the second one to return his books to me. ‘The master said, 
that at his arrival from the market, he understood that I-came with the 
design of establishing a school at Chinotta. I answered him that my 
visit here was not purposely to establish any school; however, that I 
should use my endeavours to effect it, if his people would promise faith- 
fully to send their children to the school. Some of the young people 
present asked me whether I should give them an English master, “ as,” 
said they, “we desire much to learn that language.” ‘To this I readily 
assented, provided they would truly engage to conduct themselves with 
propriety, and learn assiduously, in the event of the school being esta- 
blished. I then turned to the master and said, “If you promise me 
many children, I shall be very glad to appoint three masters, as I did at 
Cochin.’” When I inquired how many children he had in his school, he 
answered, sixteen ; that the Synagogue pays him a rupee and a half 
monthly, which not being sufficient to support himself and family, he is 
obliged to go about now and then, and sell different wares at other 
places. I then spoke to the old people, who came with the master to 
see me on the subject ; they replied that “some would like to send their 
children to the school, but others certainly would not. They will say, 
‘ What need have we with more than one school ?’’” The master ob- 
served, “ As to all the benefit you derive from the present school, you 
might as well be without it.’ And then turning to me, said, “1 fear, 
Sir, it would be impossible to induce these people to agree together in 
any reasonable way;”’ and I was grieved to see how much the old and 
grown up people set their faces against every good, to the ruin of their 
progeny ; and I believe the black Jews are more obstinate and stiff- 
necked than any other people. 

The master, however, promised me, when he was going away, that he 
would do his utmost endeavours to persuade the people in order to the 
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establishment of a school there, and I gave him a New Testament, a 
copy of the Prophets, a Cathechism, and three Tracts. After that I 
addressed myself to the elders, and asked them if they kept any history, 
books, or chronicles, in their Synagogue. One of them, who appeared 
to be more aged than the rest, replied that an ancestor of theirs had a 
book, which he brought with him when they came out to India from 
Jerusalem, after the destruction of the Second Temple, and that book 
contained every account of their history and traditions since the begin- 
ning, (of the world) continued down to their arrival on this coast, but 
which they lost at the destruction of Cranganore. He declared that, 
according to the book in question, they (the black Jews) are as truly 
the children of Israel, (Gen. xxxii. 28,) as the white Jews; and that 
they had a cohen (or priest) who came out with them from Judea, who 


was buried in this place, (Chinotta,) named Aaron Cohen, and some of 


whose descendants by the female side he pointed out as then standing 
before us: that this Cohen had two sons, but both died—one became 
deranged, and the other was dumb: that, however, the ancient sepulchres 
were destroyed by Hyder, during his war with the native princes, who 
likewise destroyed and burnt many of their Synagogues, killed some of 
their people, and made others captives, and the rest took refuge at dif- 
ferent places in these parts: that they hada brass plate and various 
books, which they had preserved and kept in this (Chinotta) Synagogue, 
from whence the white Jews came with power and took away from them, 
when the Dutch were in possession of Cochin : that the white Jews had 
the Rajahs as well as the Dutch in their favour, who put the black Jews 
under the jurisdiction of the white Jews : that they greatly repent them- 
selves of having foolishly adopted, on their first arrival at Cranganore, 
the dress, habits, and customs, in every respect, of the Hindoos. “ We 
came to the Malabar coast,’’ continued the old man, “long before the 
white Jews, and our chief was Joseph Rabban, w hose name is on the 
brass plate. There were altogether seventy-two families of black Jews. 
The white Jews had intercourse with us, and we had likewise intermar- 
riages with each other.’’ (I have since, upon diligent inquiry, found 
that the circumstance of the intermarriages is true, but confined solely to 
some Arabian Jews at the time alluded to, and of no further extent. 
Subsequently the great man among the white Jews, Ezekiel Rahaby by 
name, had been honoured by visits from the Dutch governors and Mala- 
bar princes, and from that period the black Jews have been entirely de- 
graded, and subjected to the power of the white Jews ; and that was the 
time when the black Jews were separated totally from ‘all communion 
with the white Jews, who placed Nasis, or governors, over them, until 
some time before the late war betwcen the English and the Rajahs 
of Travancore and Cochin in the year 1809. That they have no writ- 
ten account of what is here mentioned, but they received it from oral 
tradition, and recite it from memory ; besides, they have possessed no 
learned people among them latterly, to record thése things. The old 
man added, that the white Jews even prevented the black Jews from 
writing to the Jews ef other countries ; and if any Jews came from other 
places, they hindered them from going to visit them—exclusive of w hich, 
should foreign Jews see them in such dresses, and following the cdstoms 
they have unfortunately adopted from the natives, they would think they 
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belonged to some other nation, instead of being Jews, and would in course 

abhor to go amongst them. Moreover, as the black Jews had not many 
females among them, they did buy the native women, who had female 
children, and made their offspring free, and married them afterwards. 
Thus they intermixed with the natives, and became such as they. On 
the other hand, when they made their slaves’ male offspring free, they 
gave them their females to wife, and in three or four generations con- 
sidered them as black Jews ; but that there was a difference made, such 
as “that they could not wear sandals, as the other black Jews; were 
considered as inferior to the other black Jews, and distinctly separated 
from all kinds of offices in their Synagogue; they could only marry 
among themselves ; and could not be public readers in the Synagogue, 
nor go up to read i in the Sepher Torah, or Book of the Law.’ 

From all the foregoing, and for other reasons, I conclude that the 
black Jews are partly of the long lost ten tribes, and partly of those 
proselyted to Judaism after the white Jews aryived at Cranganore. I 
should have entered further into conversation with this old man, if he had 
not himself declined a free communication with me. When one closely 
converses with these people, in order to inquire into their state, they 
appear soon to feel a kind of suspicion and fear, which prevents their 
giving a proper account of themselves. 

In this place a few are pretty well supported by their trade, but others 
are indeed very poor. 

The houses form a long street in front of the Synagogue, and their 
population will be seen in the enclosed list. ‘There are four Sepher 
Torahs here. I requested the elders to endeavour to establish the school, 
and to persuade the people to send their children, when I should visit 
Chinotta the next time, to effect which they promised their best endea- 
vours. After that they all went to evening prayer. The master then 
came in, to tell me that he had been speaking to some of the principal 
men of the place to institute a school, w ho assured him they would send 
their children to it if established; “ and,” says he, “ when the rest see, 
in course of time, how the boys are getting on, | am sure they will send 
their children also to attend the school.” 

After this short but satisfactory information, the master went to join 
likewise in the evening service. 

About nine o’clocs at night two young men came to me, in company 
with an old man, in order to discourse with me about Christianity. 
I then called to mind the character of the good Pharisee, who came to 
our blessed Saviour at night to inquire respecting his holy doctrine. 
After the usual salutations, the old man opened the subject of their in- 
trusion, which he said was to inquire “ when the Messias was to appear, 
and what he was to do when he came?” In reply I remarked, that it would 
be for me an easy matter to answer these questions at once, but that I 
conceived conviction more likely to follow from a reference to the sacred 
volume itself. ‘To this end I read to them Haggai, ii. 7—9, also Mal. 
ill, 1. and explained to them the first advent of the Messias as there an- 
nounced, and the manner in which he had already appeared whilst the 
Second Temple was in existence; and that the Second Temple was de- 
stroyed in those days by reason of the Jews’ unbelief; and that histo- 
rians of other nations have confirmed that Jeshua (for so they call Jesus) 
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came at that time. Perhaps you will say, “ How many children of 
like character were born in those days among the Jews?” I reply, 
“‘ That there was no one then born who answered to the character of the 
promised Messias, as predicted by the prophets.”’ 1! then read to them 
the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, and explained it to them in as plain and 
minute a manner as I was able, comparing it with Luke, iv 18, |9, and 
observed, “ ‘Thus Jesus did, whom we call our Messias, because we truly 
believe that he is the promised Messias, and for which we have, as you 
see, many witnesses. _ All this time they were hearing me very atten- 
tively, when the master came back again with some other Jews; then 
they that were conversing with me wished to stop the conversation But 
without paying attention to their design, | continued, “ Many of your na- 
tion believed this Jeshua to be truly the promised Messias, when they 
saw him doing the miracles according with the predictions of the pro- 
phets.- I shall now show you the death of the Messias, agreeably to the 
prophets.” The master then said, “ Yes, the Messias, the son of Jo- 
seph, must die, according to our rabbies, I asked him, “ Do you be- 
lieve that there are two Messiahs?’ We always believe what our rab- 
bies tell us,’ said he. “It is not so,’ I replied, “and I shall soon con- 
vince you there is but one Messias promised.’ I then read from Gen. 
xlix. 10, and asked the master, “Of how many Messiahs do you sup- 
pose our father Jacob speaks herer” “One, saidhe Then how 
can your rabbies declare that there are two Messiahs + People may say 
what they like,’ continued I, “ but we ought to believe this holy book,” 
Cppinting to the Bible.) “ That is very true,’ said the master. W hen 

saw that they were pretty well convinced of the truth of one Messias, 
I next made them read the whole of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
being rather fatigued myself, by reason of the long conversation which i 
had had with different people since my arrival in this place. After one 
of them had read the chapter, I explained the verses as plainly as possi- 
ble, comparing them with the events that took place at the time, and am 
happy to say, without an expression of disbelief from any one present ; 
indeed they heard me with the deepest silence and attention throughout 
the whole discourse. Being myself a babe in the Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour, (whose holy name be blessed,) I find it a difficult matter to 
encounter those who oppose Christianity; I nevertheless, by the grace of 
God, endeavour to do my best, and I particularly thank the Lord in my 
heart for his mercy towards me in bringing me out of blind Judaism to 
the marvellous light of his glorious Gospel, and for having made me a 
weak instrument, as I humbly hope, to declare to this people the good 
tidings of great joy which has been manifested to me; and though I was 
fatigued outwardly, I felt inwardly stronger than ever, by the power of 
that glorious Person who has promised to be with .hem that are going 
about as ambassadors by sea and land, “ to a nation scattered among 
the Gentiles, a people terrible from their beginning ; a nation trodden 
down and meted out with all kinds of affliction in their dispersion, whose 
land the rivers have (despised) spoiled.” I then made them read the 
ninth chapter of Daniel, from the 24th verse to the end of that chapter, 
and explained to them, as before, the whole subject, endeavouring to im- 
press them more deeply with the conviction that all had been fulfilled in 
Christ Jesus. Instead of contradicting, some went away with deep 
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sighs, and some smiled as they bid me good night. When every one was 
gone it was a very late hour. I should have made a longer stay at Chi- 
notta, if the people had not gone away that very night to Antchingamal, 
to join a marriage feast. 


ae 








Extract from the Report of the Warwick Auxiliary Society. 


The Board of Managers of the Warwick Auxiliary Society for 
Melioratirg the condition of the Jews, have now the opportunity of 
offering to the Society their first Annual Report. 

Among the many benevolent institutions of our day, that of the 
American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews we view 
as of the greatest importance, and we have reason to praise the Lord 
that we live at a period when events of such great magnitude seem 
to be on the eve of being accomplished. That the Lord will in his 
own time convert his ancient covenant people, the Jews, to the 
Christian faith, and restore them to their own land, we have not the 
least doubt ; for the Scriptures are abundant in language that go to 
prove this doctrine. And for what reason is it that this people have 
been preserved a distinct race, while other nations great and power- 
ful that have flourished long since the destruction of Jerusalem, have 
become extinct, were it not that the God of their fathers hath this 
grand object in view, which he will eventually accomplish. - 

The period when the Jews are to be converted to Christ appears 
to be not far distant ; the signs of the times, as well as prophecy, seem 
te favour this idea. The period of time in which we live, seems to 
be big with important events. The Lord is raising up instruments in 
every direction, and sending them forth to declare the good news of 
salvation in distant and different parts of the earth, both among Jews 
and Gentiles. And from recent accounts received from the Continent 
of Europe, where a great proportion of the Jews reside, it appears 
that a general inquiry has been excited among them, whether the 
Messiah hath or hath not appeared in oar world: and if we may 
credit these reports, multitudes of them are ready to embrace the 
Christian faith. But living among a people, and under governments 
that have long been their oppressors, although bearing the Christian 
name, and through fear of persecution from their brethren the Jews, 
being turned out upon the world without the means or the prospect 
of obtaining a livelihood, they still remain ignorant, in a measure, of 
that Saviour who is the only foundation of hope for Jews and 
Gentiles. 

The plan of the parent Institution, to which this is Auxiliary, has 
been laid before you, which is to provide an asylum for such of this 
people as embrace the Christian faith, and thereby remove, as far as 
in their power, the obstacles that appear to lie in the way to their 
conversion, seems to meet with general approbation among Chris- 
tians ; and we have reason to thank the Lord that he hath afforded 
us an opportunity, and furnished us with the means, of contributing 
our mite in aid of so glorious a cause; and we have still greater cause 
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of thankfulness that God hath given us a heart thus to bestow some- 
thing on an object of charity so worthy our attention. It is to this 
people, under God, that we are indebted for all that light which we 
enjoy, both in our civil and religious institutions—for through them 
hath been handed down the oracles of God, on which our civil, as 
well as religious institutions, are, in a measure, founded ; and shall 
not we, Gentiles, unworthy creatures, who are favoured with the Gos- 
pel, when called upon, contribute our mite in aid of a people to 
whom we are so much indebted ? 

We have great cause of thankfulness to God, and to congratulate 
each other in this institution, although small, and few in numbers, 
to what might be expected. And when we consider the prejndices 
that exist against it, even among the professed disciples of our Lord, 
we have reason to rejoice that we are able to transmit a small 
amount to the parent institution, and that the Society is still encou- 
raged to go forward. 


=—_J 


Extraet of a Letter from Mr. John Keetman, Jun Secretary to the Missionary So- 
eiety at Elberfeld, to the Rev. Dr. Steinkopf, dated January 6, 1822. 


Dear Sin—Allow me to transmit to you some copies of a’small 
pamphlet, containing an account of the solemn baptism of a Jewish 
convert, who had formerly been a Rabbin. We have reason to be- 
lieve that a solid work of grace bas commenced in him, which, we 
trust, will be completed to the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
circumstancé which deserves to be noticed, that no temporal advan- 
tages led him to this change ; but a strong conviction of the folly of 
the tradition of the Talmud, and a powerful persuasion that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the promised Messiah, have prevailed upon him to 
confess his blessed name, notwithstanding the difficulties and perse- 
cutions to which he has thereby been exposed. His excellent under- 
standing. joined to a profound knowledge of the Talmud and of the 
Hebrew language, peculiarly qualify him for a teacher, and we hope 
the Lord will point out a place for him to labour in his vineyard. He 
is now on a tour among his Jewish brethren, in the course of which 
he will not fail to meet with severe trials, which will teach him many 
a profitable lesson of humility. 

On Ascension-day, another Jew, a merchant’s clerk, was baptized 
by the Rev. Mr. Doring. He was brought to the Lord, more by a 
deep sense of his natural depravity, than by learned researches ; and 
we indulge the pleasing hope that he has found acceptance and peace 
with the Lord. 


LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A. S. M. C. J. 


[Continued from page 184.] 


SOCIETIES. PRESIDENTS. SECRETARIES. 
Vermont. 

Putney Female Mrs. Betsey Andrews Miss Mary C. Green 
Connecticut. 


Milford Rev. B. Pinneo Mr. Samuel Downs 
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Monies received into the Treasury during the last Month. 

















D. C. Dd. Cc 
Cash from the Jamaica (L. I.) Aux. So- Mrs. Story, . lle ett Oe 12 
ciety, $26 35 of the same having heen Mrs. Abigail Johnson 1 00 
collected at the annual meeting of the A Friend : wurde 8 1 09 
Society in June last : ° . 89 8 Mrs. Hannah Dunlap, . “en 59 
From the Salisbury (N. C.) Female Aux. Mrs. Luey Flint : . : ° 50 
Society, per Mrs. Mary Locke, Record- Mrs. Theodosia H. Seelye . ° 50 
ing Secretary . . . «~~ -« Mrs. Sally Campbell .  . + 25 
From the Richmond (Va.) Aux. Society, Mrs. Mary G. Morse, , ‘ 112 
per Mr. Willis Cowling, Treasurer, 9500 From the Warwick Aux. Society, per Mr. 
From the Putney (Vt.) Female Aux. So- Henry Pelton, Treasurer, .  . 1 50 
ciety, per Mrs. Corinna Leavitt . 1425 From Mr. Jobn Kennedy, of Hagers- 
A donation from two lads, R. H. Leavitt, town, (Md.) for the purpose of consti- 
and H. Leavitt, of Heath, (Mass.) per tuting certain individuals members for 
Nir. Horatio Leavitt eS eae 2 09 life, whose names will be given in the 
Subscription to Israel’s Advocat 4 00 next number . : : ° : 40 00 
From the Beaufort (S. C.) Aux Society 100 00 From Kev. Joseph Harvey, of Goshen, 
From Mrs. G. Morse of Cherry Valley, (Conn.) being the amount collected by 
(N. ¥.) collected by her from the fol- him . . ‘ R 3 . 92 00 
lowing persons, viz. A donation from Mrs. Eleanor 7. % of 
Mrs. Lucretia May, .- . «© . 1 00 Baskingridge,(N. J.) per Mr. Wm. M. 
Mrs. E. Beardsley Sree “meee 1 00 Lindslay ° ei >a 5 00 
Mrs. Sarah Morse ps tee ae 1 00 
Mrs. Sabina Campbell ets , 1 00 512 82 
Mrs. Mary Johnson : ‘ ‘ 1 00 
R. MILFORD BLATCHFORD, Treasurer. 








POEMS BY MRS. SIMON. 

Mrs. Simon, the wife of Mr. Simon, the converted Jew, whose arrival in this city 
was announced in our last number, has now in the press a volume of poems, the 
title of which is, “Truth and Error contrasted” This volume Mrs, Simon has 
dedicated to the American Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, 
and has generously tendered the profits arising from its sale to the promotion of 
their benevolent objects. We have not seen the volume ; but judgiig from the ac- 
knowledged talent of Mrs. 5S. and from a specimen of her productions, which re- 
cently appeared in the Christian Herald, we have no doubt it will be found every 
way worthy of the patronage of the public: and that in the perusal of her pages, 
the reader will find the double gratification of imbibing correct sentiments through 
the delightful medium of poetry, and of contributing to one of the least exceptiona- 
ble Christian charities of the age in which we live. 

This volume will be soon published by D. A. Borrenstein, 280 Broadway, and at 
the Theological Book Store of John P. Haven. 

Subscribers to IsraeJ's Advocate who do not before the first of January, 1824, in- 
timate to the Agent their determination to discontinue their subscriptions, will be 
considered as pledged for the second volume. 





The Rev. S. H. Cox, owing, as he stated to the Board, to the pressure of other 
business, has found it necessary to resign the office of Secretary for Domestic 
Correspondence. 

His resignation was accepted, and the Rev. Dr. T. Macauley appointed in his stead. 

Communications are solicited on the following subjects—original articles on pro- 
phecies, relating to the restoration of the Jews ; accounts of conversions of any of 
that people, which may have taken place in this country, and elsewhere ; and essays 
calculated to arouse the attention, and call forth the efforts of the Christian commu- 
nity, to the melioration of the condition of these long neglected objects of Chris- 
tian charity. 

Donations to the funds of the A. S. M. C. J. will be received by either of the fol- 
lowing officers : 

Peter Wilson, L. L. D., President, Hackensack, New-Jersey. 

Rev. Alexander M’Leod, D D., Secretary for Foreign Correspondence, 555 
Pearl-street, New-York. . 

Rev. Thomas Macauley, D D. L.L.D. Secretary for Domestic Correspondence, 
39 Harman-street, New-York. 

R. Milford Blatchford, Esq. Treasurer, 140 Water-street, New-York. 

Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, D. D., Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, New-York. 

Rev. William Patton, Recording Secretary, 132 Elm-street, New-York. 

Subscriptions to Isragx’s Apvocars, at one dollar per annum, received by the 
Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, or the Publisher, 182 Broadway, New-York. 
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